
AVS PTA Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, March 17, 2015

 Approval of minutes
Treasurer’s Report – Christen Maher

 We’ve made more than we’ve spent, but we haven’t made as muchas in year’s past (b/c no fall fundraiser)
 Hopefully Color Run will make up for this
 Latest report attached

School Board Member’s Report -Mark Comeau
 Smarter Balance testing starting soon

 Parents cannot opt out (State requirement)
 Our technology upgrades will allow us to administer the test
 Kids should bring their own headphones

 We have new maintenance director starting
 Lori asked (and it was accepted) that 5th Grade be put on themiddle school schedule

Principal’s Report – Lori Collins
 5th grade will be on middle school schedule next year, here aresome of the changes:

 Buses will have enforced segregated seating
 We are also starting 10 minutes earlier
 They can try out for athletics
 5th grade can be on student council
 There will be more teachers for advisory and clubs (b/cthey get out earlier)
 5th Grade will not go to middle school dances
 5th graders can go to homework club and take later bushome
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 5th and 6th lunch will overlap, allowing more connectionswith teachers.
 Will ease the 5th to 6th transition
 Reason – middle school teams were sparse, activities weresparse, students struggled with transition to 6th grade, andteachers had very limited interactions.  This would help thatout and no negatives

 Project safeguard – Mrs. Gannon
 The school will be interviewing a new guidance teacher b/cMrs. Gannon is retiring
 Detective Flemming – will do an Internet safety course,open to parents, date TBD.

 Dance Friday 6:30 – 8:30
 Semi-formal is the theme that was voted in

 March 28th – Child Find 9:00 to 1:00, speech testing and othertesting.
 Drama Club performance – April 9th 6:30, Queen of Pop
 Chorus Concert/Spring Soiree – Wed March 18th 6:30
 Literacy Night – SNHU students coming, will play games that willhelp increase literacy
 Reading Across America

 Grade level reading buddies, was very positive
 Max from Monarch’s read to 4th grade classes

 Smarter Balance starting next week
 Master Planning beginning for plan to upkeep school (leaks thiswinter)
 Alert system – are PTA in favor of texts for alerts

Report of Committees:
 Children’s Stage Adventures- Ami D’Amelio/KaraCostello

 Group was small, due to other activities (DI and Cheerleading)
 55 vs. 32 kids
 Thank you to Lori and the Comeau’s for housing the CSA leaders
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 Still counting $$
 Started conversations about some summer camp options (thissummer is already booked)

 Garden Club- Wendy Smith
 Still lots of snow
 Welcome back Rachel
 Few new parent volunteers
 Picnic tables need painting
 Feel free to harvest in the summer
 Mrs. Smith will leave notes in the mailbox and will use flag system(Green might mean weading for example)
 May try to get volunteers for fencing – septic tank needs to beaccessed (gate?).  Boy scout help? Lowes?

 Box Tops – Holly MacDonald
 $2,300 check deposited
 Second will be $1,400
 Continue to send them in
 We have 13K labels for education, we have been supplementingthe gym program (points to spend)

 Bingo – Corrine Martin
 Volunteers have come in, all set for Wed March 18th

 Book Fair – Carrie Peabody
 Buy one get one in May 11-16 (setup May 8th)
 Will try to get the book kids are asked to read in summer

 Teacher Appreciation – Holly MacDonald
 Emails should be sent out for Teacher Appreciation
 Baked good donations
 For gift – baskets of K cups (b/c they have Keurig)
 Looking for small donations of things, teacher supplies, and otherthings like lotions or candles – to make baskets
 NJHS needs hours and could put together the basket
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 Monarchs night – Amy Lachance
 April 10th

 Field Day – Ami D’Amelio
 Color Run – Sarah Lawrence

 June 6th – scheduled (Big League will not plan anything that day
New Business

 Red Cross Babysitting course – Chair needed
 AVS Cheerleaders

 We will donate $500, but they will need to raise their ownfunds for next year (as a school sport) - Passed
 Open Positions for 2015-2016 – several open positions

 Volunteer coordinator – each chair should be in charge oftheir own volunteers, membership forms ask for theiremails so that we can send out requests.
 Survey Responses
 School Board to discuss changes to school calendar for2015-2016
 Auburn Dollars for Scholars

 Could PTA give a monetary amount to offset declines in thenumber of scholarships and increase in fees
 We have 9 college scholarships – every year they give outscholarships to Auburn residents (for 6 months).
 What is the average amount of money $250 - $500.  Wecould have a PTA scholarship

 We could have some requirements – parents or childmust volunteer at some PTA events
 We voted to have a committee to evaluate having aPTA scholarship – Carrie will be on the committee

 We’re going to have a PTA spotlight in the principal’s letter
 “did you know that the PTA …”
 spotlight certain things that the PTA does and for moreinformation…
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 have children write in about a benefit they’ve received(Monarch’s game, money for camp mi-te-nah etc)
 Looking into making this a PTSA (Parents and students)FYI- Meeting Minutes and Agendas will be posted on the AVS website. From the AVS home page, click on “Students/Parents” and then thePTA link in the middle of the page.Minutes will not be printed out for each meeting so please read them in advance- “Like” us on Facebook. www.Facebook.com/AVSPTA
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